
To the colleagues and friends who follow the research and 
practices of “The Emotion to Know and the Desire to Exist” 

 
 

The University of Bologna will be supporting and publishing the scientific initiatives and 
practices within the scope of the “Emotion to Know” by promoting a multi- and inter-
disciplinary journal which will be realized in cooperation with Prof. Nicola Cuomo, director 
of the journal, head of the Special Education division of the Department of Education 
Science at the University of Bologna. 
The journal is entitled “The Emotion to Know” with the subtitle, “The Desire to Exist”. 
The journal’s logo will be the face of Pinocchio who marvels at a butterfly resting on the tip 
of his nose.  
Pinocchio’s face, together with the butterfly, represent astonishment and wonder.  The 
butterfly emphasizes learning as an emotional process in contrast to a monotonous and 
rectilinear “gunshot”.  Learning is compared to the flight of a butterfly- whirling, 
backtracking, stopping, taking off in a different direction…. 
The journal will be created with the consultation and support of professionals from 
universities and research institutes who have been cooperating for years on the theme of 
the Emotion to Know and the Desire to Exist. 
The choice of Pinocchio as the logo was motivated by the idea of Pinocchio the puppet 
becoming a child.  Pinocchio can represent the diversity and the resources within the 
diversity. It thereby becomes a metaphoric field that adapts to the style of analysis which 
foresees, in diverse contexts, in everyday life, and in educational projects, a great potential 
for development and learning in the presence of pathologies and/or the obstacles of the 
environment.  
The curiosity of the puppet, its spirit of initiative, and its love for adventure are the 
metaphoric presuppositions for an active child with the ability and desire to know, to learn, 
and to discover.  
The quarterly journal is intended to be a streamlined and straightforward instrument which 
will provide professionals and parents with up-to-date theoretical reflections and concrete 
plans for educational-didactic intervention which aim for maximum development of 
potentials, autonomy, socialization, and learning.  
The journal will not be a “recipe book” from which one passively obtains information, but 
rather an active and dynamic instrument that proposes ideas for reflection and comparison 
in regard to the quality of life, diversity as a resource, cooperation, and reciprocal support- 
all of which are prerequisites for principles of integration and inclusion.  
This journal will also serve to provide information about research and to fill in the gaps 
between international conventions and courses organized around the theme of “The 
Emotion to Know”.   In this way, important examples of research can be made of available 
to the greater public. 
 
 


